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_____________________________________________
Iowa Commission on the Status of African Americans

In support of Black History month, the Iowa Commission on the Status of African Americans is committed to helping educate the community and remind us of the significant contributions African Americans have made in <<Iowa>>.  To accomplish this effort, ICSAA will provide information on twenty-eight extraordinary African Americans whose acts and deeds uplifted the community by breaking barriers in their perspective lives and careers to become pioneers as "<<Iowa>>'s First."  
Each day during the month of February, ICSAA will feature a different individual and their accomplishments so we can continue to learn from our history.  Please feel free to pass along the information to our young adults, so they too may marvel and learn.  Enjoy!!

Week of February 6 – 12th
Feb. 6, 2006

Alexander Clark, Jr.

Alexander Clark, Jr. was the first African American student to enroll in the University of Iowa, School of Law, and received his law degree in 1879.  Five years later, his father Alexander Clark, Sr. graduated from the same institution.  Clark’s father later became America’s first African American ambassador to Liberia.
A prominent local barber in Oskaloosa, for years, Clark wrote a local column in the Oskaloosa Herald titled “Our Colored Society: The Ins and Outs of the Local Colony.”  

Feb. 7, 2006

Lulu Merle Johnson

Lulu Johnson was the first African American in the United States to earn a doctorate in history and the first African American woman to earn a PhD from the University of Iowa in 1941.  Johnson was born on a farm in Gravity, Iowa.   Johnson’s grandparents migrated from Illinois in the 1880’s to Iowa, settling in the western part of the state.  Ms. Johnson died in 1995.

Feb. 8, 2006

Virginia Harper (1929-1997)

Virginia Harper, a Fort Madison native, was the first African American woman to serve on the state Board of Public Instruction, appointed by Governor Robert Ray in 1971.  In 1979, she was the first African American woman to be appointed to the Iowa Board of Parole.  In the 1940’s, along with 4 other female African American females, she was instrumental in integrating Currier Hall at the University of Iowa.  Before that time, African Americans were not allowed to live in the dormitories.  Ms. Harper continued to provide leadership in the Ft. Madison community until her death in 1997.
Feb. 9, 2006

Pauline Brown Humphrey (1906-1993)
Owner and operator of the first beauty school in Iowa, Crescent School of Beauty Culture.  Ms. Humphrey earned her cosmetology license at Madame Walker’s Beauty School in Chicago in 1935.  She had to become certified to teach in Iowa, after some searching, she found a school in Fort Dodge that African Americans were able to attend, where she had to drive daily to attain her certification.  Ms. Humphrey also operated a beauty shop for African American women who were enlisted in the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corp’s (WAAC) first base at Fort Des Moines.
Feb. 10, 2006

Frederick W. “Duke” Slater (1898-1966)
He was the University of Iowa’s first African American all-American football player and was named to the Chicago Tribune’s All-American football team.  He later became a municipal court judge in Cook County, Illinois.  Slater Residence Hall is named in his honor.  In 1928, Slater completed his law degree from the University of Iowa and became a judge in Cook County Superior Court until his death in 1966.
Feb. 11, 2006

Jane Burleson
Jane Burleson, union activist, volunteer, and city council member, and Fort Dodge native, in 1983 became the first woman and first African American city councilor.  Burleson’s other activities have included involvement in the League of Women Voters, president of the Fort Dodge A. Phillip Randolph Institute, the Democratic Party and service in her church, Coppin Chapel A.M.E. Church.

Feb. 12, 2006

Frank “Kinney” Holbrook
In 1879, he was believed to be the first African American to compete in varsity athletics at an Iowa college and one of the first African American collegiate athletes in the nation.  Holbrook participated in football, and track and field.  
 

