ICSAA
_____________________________________________
Iowa Commission on the Status of African Americans

In support of Black History month, the Iowa Commission on the Status of African Americans is committed to helping educate the community and remind us of the significant contributions African Americans have made in <<Iowa>>.  To accomplish this effort, ICSAA will provide information on twenty-eight extraordinary African Americans whose acts and deeds uplifted the community by breaking barriers in their perspective lives and careers to become pioneers as "<<Iowa>>'s First."  
Each day during the month of February, ICSAA will feature a different individual and their accomplishments so we can continue to learn from our history.  Please feel free to pass along the information to our young adults, so they too may marvel and learn.  Enjoy!!

Week of February 27 – 28th
Feb. 27, 2006

Burns United Methodist

The first organized African American Methodist Church in Iowa in 1866.  It went on to be named Burns United Methodist Church.  The first congregation met in a building on East Second and Maple Street.  The current church is located at 811 Crocker Street.  In 1977, Burns made the National Register of Historic Places as Iowa’s oldest African American congregation. 
Feb. 28, 2006
The (Keokuk) Western Baptist Herald
Around 1881, the Western Baptist Herald was published, and could have been Iowa’s first black-owned publication.  This weekly Baptist newspaper served the Keokuk community with local news through 1885.  The editor was Mrs. Amos Johnson.  
