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In support of Black History month, the Iowa Commission on the Status of African Americans is committed to helping educate the community and remind us of the significant contributions African Americans have made in Iowa.  To accomplish this effort, ICSAA will provide information on twenty-eight extraordinary African Americans whose acts and deeds uplifted the community by breaking barriers in their perspective lives and careers to become pioneers as "Iowa's First."  
Each day during the month of February, ICSAA will feature a different individual and their accomplishments so we can continue to learn from our history.  Please feel free to pass along the information our young adults, so they too may marvel and learn.  Enjoy!!

February 1 – 5th
February 1, 2006

Archibald Alphonso Alexander (1888-1958)
Mr. Alexander was a 1912 recipient of a civil engineering degree from the University of Iowa in Iowa City; Archibald “Archie” Alexander joined the Marsh Engineering Company where he designed the Tidal Basin Bridge in Washington, D.C.  After studying bridge design in London, he and George Higbee formed a general contracting business that focused on bridge design.  Alexander’s designs include Washington, D.C.’s Whitehurst Freeway, the heating plant and power station at the University of Iowa, and an airfield in Tuskegee, Alabama.  Alexander went on to become the first Republican territorial governor of the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
February 2, 2006
Helen Lemme (1904-1968)

She became known as one of three black women who housed hundreds of black students at the University of Iowa.  From its incorporation until 1946, blacks were denied access to the University’s housing.  Born in Grinnell, Lemme graduated from U of I and become a prominent leader in Iowa City as well as in state politics.  Lemme served as a precinct committeewoman, frequent delegate to state and county conventions, and member of the party’s Black Caucus.  Her political leadership and ability were recognized in 1946 when she was elected president of the Iowa City League of Women Voters.  She was the first black woman ever to receive “Best Citizen in Iowa City” award and was the first recipient of the city’s “Woman of the Year” award.  After her death, the citizens of Iowa City honored Ms. Lemme by naming an elementary school after her, Helen Lemme Elementary School.

February 3, 2006

Georgine C. Morris (1890-1977)
Georgine Morris organized several branches of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP_ in Iowa, including Des Moines, in the 1940’s.  She served as the association’s first state president and was named President Emeritus.  Ms. Morris also organized the first Iowa/Nebraska conference of the local branches of the NAACOP.  Since her death, the Morris scholarship has been awarded each year in honor of her and her spouse, James B. Morris, Sr., founder of a well-known African American newspaper in Des Moines.  Ms. Morris is celebrated as an early leader of civil rights work in Iowa and as a powerful force in uniting the efforts of African Americans in the endeavor for equality and justice.

February 4, 2006

Luther T. Glanton (1913-1991)

Luthter T. Glanton was a native of Murfreesboro, Tennessee.  He left Tennessee in 1939 to pursue a law degree and became the first African American law student at Drake University.  After graduating, Glanton began an extensive career in the Iowa judiciary system.  During his many years of service, Luther Glanton’s career continued to be distinguished by a series of “firsts.”  Glanton was the first African American to serve on numerous legal and community boards and committees, and in 1951 he became the first African American to be appointed as an assistant Polk County attorney.  He was elected to serve as a municipal court judge in the late 1950’s, and from there was appointed to the position of district associate judge and district court judge for the state of Iowa.  He was also the first black High Ranking Officer in the Iowa National Guard.  

He was greatly concerned about his community and was an avid community leader.  A few of his many community involvements were: member of the Board of Trustee at Drake University, President of the Des Moines chapter of the NAACP, President of the Iowa State Conference of Branches of the NAACP,  Co-Chairman of the Governor's United Nations Committee, Goodwill Ambassador for the U.S. Dept. of State to Africa, Cypress and Southeast Asia in 1962, member of the Executive Board of National Goodwill Industries of America, Inc. Des Moines Chapter, member of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Celebration Committee for the state of Iowa, and Founder and Chairman of the Board of the United Black Federation.
February 5, 2006

Lilia A. Abron, PhD

In 1993, Lilia A. Abron became the first African American woman in the nation and the third woman at The University of Iowa to receive a doctorate in chemical engineering.  She is founder of PEER Consultants, P.C., an environmental consulting firm in Washington, D.C. and serves as president and chief executive officer.     

Abron is a registered professional engineer and has served on a number of professional and technical societies: Water Environmental Federation, American Society of Civil Engineers, American Water Works Association, Society of Sigma Xi, American Association of University Women, Board of Registration of Professional Engineers for the District of Columbia, Engineering Advisory Board for the National Science Foundation and Jack and Jill of America, Inc.  

She is a life member of the UI Alumni Association.
